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For the the latest District information, be sure to connect 
with us on social media! We publish all of our school news, 
upcoming event information, announcements, and more, 
for your convenience! 

A Message From The Principal

Brandt Friends and Family,

Our school community is so proud to share that we came in first place at the school 
spirit event at Ben & Jerry’s! It was amazing to walk down Washington Street and 
see so many families coming out to support a great cause. We can’t wait for the ice-
cream party that will soon follow. 

Our Kindergarten classes all contributed their future aspirations for an end-of-year 
slideshow to make its debut during the Moving Up Ceremony in June. Among 
our students are future bakers, astronauts, botanists, lawyers, paleontologists and 
teachers! They will come to school soon dressed in the garb that defines their future 
careers. 

Also, our future gardeners enjoyed the fruits of their first harvest in the form of 
delicious kale! Our students are all proud to have a role in this process as they 
maintain our rooftop garden. 

Please remember to come out and support our future artists on June 1st as we have 
an artist showcase for the ages, held in our auditorium in partnership with Calabro 
Elementary School. 

Finally, congratulations to all our young thespians who shared their talents with all 
of Hoboken at the district’s production of Peter Pan. Bravo!!!

Principal Rodriguez-Gomez

Don’t forget about our Parent & Guardian Academy! 
Each month, we offer workshops on topics detailing ways 
to set your children up for success inside and outside the 
classroom. 

Our next event:

Summer Safety
June 8, 2017

David E. Rue Building
5:30 - 7:00 PM

Visit our Parent and Guardian Academy webpages by 
clicking the logo or the link above for more information on 
upcoming events!

The Connors School community continues to support the 
great cause of the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society (LLS). 
In addition to the $1,500 raised through the Pennies for 
Patients program, students will also be raising money by 
taping our Vice Principal, Mr. Scott, to the wall on Friday, 
May 26th using strips of duct tape purchased for $2 with 
all proceeds going to the LLS. In addition, we would like 
to share one additional way to support the cause: LLS 
Chipotle Day. Check out the flyer for more information: 

Hoboken Middle School

2017 Junior Academy Model United Nations 
(JAMUN) Conference

Interested in volunteering?  Serving as a HECAC member is a meaningful way 
to give back to the Early Childhood Education Program and support our growing 
district.  HECAC members meet five times a year for in-person meetings.  We 
engage in survey work to solicit feedback from families and use social media to 
elevate the accomplishments of our Pre-K program and district elementary schools.  
If you have an interest in these types of activities, we encourage you to apply!  Your 
involvement is instrumental in helping our community.  Check out the applications 
online at: 

http://www.hoboken.k12.nj.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=2822372&pageId=4134374

May 25 Grade 6 Forest Lodge Field Trip

May 29 Schools Closed for Memorial Day

May 31 NJASK 4 Science

Box Tops will be collected all year long.   
     
Send your dried out markers to Ms. Forte, Calabro art 
teacher.

1:00 p.m. Dismissal on Friday, May 26, 2017

School closed on Monday, May 29, 2017 – Memorial Day 

Social Media Connection

TG Connors Elementary

Connors Elementary School is on Facebook and Twitter! 
Stay up to date by liking and following our social media 
pages!

@ConnorsSchool

Be sure to check our Digital 
Backpack for all the latest 
flyers, announcements and 
event information!

Click here to visit our Digital 
Backpack page.

On Saturday, May 13th, Wallace was well-represented at the 
third Junior Academy Model United Nations Conference. 
Some of our fifth and sixth grade scholars travelled to 
Bergen County Academies in Hackensack along with their 
peers from Calabro and Connors Elementary Schools to 
engage in informative discussions and debates centered on 
real-world issues. 

According to the organization’s website, “Model United 
Nations is an authentic simulation of the United Nations 
General Assembly, Economic and Social Council, Security 
Council, or any other multilateral body designed to 
expose students to the world of diplomacy, negotiation, 
and decision making. Students act as ambassadors of UN 
member states and other political figures and work with 
allies and adversaries to resolve international issues. 
Delegates gain an understanding of the actual procedures 
used by the United Nations and other bodies though a strict 
adherence to Parliamentary Procedure during committee 
sessions.” 

Before attending the conference, students prepared 
position papers after being assigned an issue to debate and 
a country to represent. The hard work and preparation paid 
off as the students performed admirably in the conference 
setting. Many thanks to Mrs. Martinez, Mrs. Eakin, Mr. 
McKenzie, Ms. Caruso, and Mrs. Taglieri for getting the 
students prepared for the event. 

Last week in The Art of 
Problem Solving during 
Passport to Learning, students 
learned how to tell time on 
both a digital clock and analog 
clocks. On Tuesday, we created 
our own paper clocks and 
reviewed how to read an analog 
clock. On Thursday, students 
challenged themselves by 
practicing their new skill on 
chromebooks. Students had 
a lot of fun competing to see 
who could quickly get the most 
points on the game by correctly 
answering the questions. 

May 25 Grade 6 Trip to Forest Lodge
  
  Spring Concert at HHS

May 26 Connors “Sticks it to Cancer”
  
  1:00 PM Dismissal 

Reminder:  

Passport to Learning online registration for next school 
year is now open!

Online registration will be open until June 30th.

Visit the district homepage to register and for more 
information about the program and classes offered next 
school year.

Passport to Learning will be no cost for Connors 
families during the 2017-2018 school year.

A Message from the Superintendent

Dear Hoboken Public School District Family Members,

As the weekend comes to an end and we prepare for the upcoming week, I am 
pleased to share this week’s edition of The Herald with you. Typically, I will 
include a link for a separate weekly update from Hoboken High School.  However, 
you will notice that the High School’s news and updates are included in The Herald 
this week.  

I want to start by giving a special congratulations to Mrs. Kathleen Terhune, this 
year’s Teacher of the Year from Calabro, who has also been selected as Hudson 
County Teacher of the Year! As a district, we are incredibly fortunate to have 
someone of Mrs. Terhune’s ability and dedication, and we are so very proud of her 
accomplishments.

I also want to congratulate all of our students who participated in Peter Pan this 
weekend! The show was an absolute success, and it was wonderful to see the 
immense talent we have in our district on display.

Please be reminded that registration for next year’s Passport to Learning Program 
will be open until June 30th. For more information and to register online, please 
click here.  Exciting courses such as Yoga & Mindfulness, Golf, Zoology, and 
MathCirles are being offered to name just a few. The plethora of enrichment courses 
will now be accompanied by an all new Friday Fun Day program.

From our Early Childhood Education Department, this week’s edition of The 
Herald, features updates from our Passport to Learning After School Program, 
Project Lead The Way, and the rooftop garden at Brandt! 

Please also take note of our upcoming events! We are very excited to present the 
Brandt-Calabro Art Showcase on June 1 at 5:30. We also have published an Early 
Childhood Education Move Up Ceremony Schedule for your convenience. The 
schedule can be found in this week’s edition, as well as in our Online Calendar.

From Calabro, you will be inspired by our students who completed the Recycled 
Instrument project, recap some of the field Liberty Science Field Trip, and hear 
from our PLTW Launch 1st grade teacher, Ms. Tiana Benevenga.

We would like to extend a special thank you to the Hoboken Rotary Club for their 
donation of books to students in grades 1 and 3 at Connors Elementary School. You 
can read more about the donation in the Connors section of The Herald. Additionally, 
you will find a review of the Junior Model UN experience, final preparations for the 
District Spring Concert at Hoboken High, and news from the nurse.

From Wallace Elementary School, we have a student perspective on the Mother’s 
Day Tea celebration in Mrs. Arnone’s and Mrs. DeCastro’s classes, an update on 
the STEAM Tank Challenge, our partnership with Shop Rite to teach students about 
nutrition, and more! Our elementary students have been very busy!

At Hoboken Middle School, students and staff have been embracing the growth 
mindset with Dr. Davis, creating mobile applications in Project Lead The Way, and 
engaging in important Project-Based Learning experiences.

From Hoboken High School, you will dive into our classrooms, catch-up with our 
student-athletes as they head into the playoffs, and celebrate some of our outstanding 
students. 

I’d like to bring your attention to the Annual Hispanic Culture Club Induction 
Ceremony, held this year on May 31st at 7:00 PM. The event is free and open to the 
public. Join us in celebrating our students, culture, and this year’s class of Hall of 
Fame Inductees.

The guidance department has been especially busy working with students 
to schedule classes for next year. I am so very excited to share with you the 
much anticipated 2017-2018 Hoboken High School Program of Studies! This 
comprehensive documents includes all of our updated classes available to students 
beginning in September. I am confident that our high school students will benefit 
tremendously from the array of relevant and unique new courses such as Mandarin 
Chinese, 21st Century Cultural Literacy, People Who Have Shaped the World, 
International Cuisine, Studies in Sustainability and Environmental Science, and 
many more. I am also thrilled to present a number of new programs, certifications, 
dual enrollment opportunities, international travel, virtual learning, and personal 
growth experiences. Click here to view Hoboken High School’s 2017-2018 Program 
of Studies.

In addition, please click here to view our end our online calendar that highlights all 
of our end of the year events, concerts, ceremonies and graduation dates.

At the start of the school year, the Hoboken School District launched a new district 
website.  I encourage you to get acquainted with the new layout, features, and 
content. Resources such as our district calendar, program information, and important 
notices are published and continuously updated. I would also like to draw your 
attention toward our social media platforms. Please follow us on Facebook, Twitter, 
and WordPress.  Each brings district and school events, news, and accomplishments 
to you in real time. 

Sincerely,

Christine A. Johnson

Christine A. Johnson
Superintendent of Schools 

Connect with us on 
Social Media!

Parent & Guardian Academy

Digital Backpack

Upcoming Events

Passport to Learning: The Art of Problem Solving

Salvatore R. Calabro Elementary School

A Message From The Principal

Dear Calabro Learning Community,

At our Morning Meeting on Friday, May 19th, our 4th grade teacher, Mrs. Kathleen 
Terhune, was recognized and celebrated as the Hudson County Teacher of the Year! 
This is an incredible honor, and we are thrilled that Mrs. Terhune has received this 
recognition.  All of us at Calabro have the fortunate opportunity to witness Mrs. 
Terhune’s daily efforts to support students, parents, and colleagues.  Her contributions 
to our learning community are exceptional. She is a genuine innovator who has 
that unique ability to reach every child. Mrs. Terhune is peerless in her efforts 
to provide every student with a comprehensive, engaging education.  It is clear 
every day, that Mrs. Terhune’s mission as an educator is to ensure her students love 
learning, and believes that is the greatest gift you can bring to the classroom.  We 
are honored that Mrs. Kathleen Terhune has received this distinguished recognition 
as the Hudson County Teacher of the Year.  

In other exciting news, we had five students represent Calabro at the Junior Academy 
Model United Nations Conference on Saturday, May 13th. The students served on 
the Disarmament and International Security Committee. In preparation, they wrote 
a position paragraph that was then presented at the conference. Their resolution 
was selected as the overall winner within their committee!  The following students 
attended the conference:

5th Grade: Briana Ziff, Lilo Feng, and Alexys Sayaan 
6th Grade: Kai Hultstrom and Will Permenter

We are also excited to recognize that we have eight famous actors right here at 
Calabro! They performed in the district musical, Peter Pan, this weekend at 
Hoboken High School. The following is the list of our actors:

Kaitlin Rivera, Bryana Cummins, Halie Benway, Emily Cho-Sayegh, Jayden 
Derby, Georgie Galindez, Faith Cummins, and Henry Brennan

The 4th Marking Period Interim Report Cards were made available in Genesis on 
Friday, May 19th.  Please review the report with your child and discuss his/her 
progress.  If you have any questions, please contact your child’s teacher.  Let’s 
encourage our students to finish the academic school year strong!

Best,

Joseph P. Vespignani, Ed.D.

Upcoming Events & Reminders

Thomas G. Connors Elementary School

A Message From The Principal

Now that the warmer weather is upon us, we would like to remind students and 
parents of our dress code policy. At Thomas G. Connors Elementary School, we 
believe that appropriate dress contributes to a positive learning environment. 
Therefore, the school expects students to be mindful that clothing is suitable for 
school activities. We are asking parents and guardians to review the dress code 
policy with your children (see below).  

Additionally, if a student or parent is unsure as to the appropriateness of an 
article of clothing, please ask for clarification from your child’s teacher or school 
administrator.

Students who do not comply with our dress code will be directed to the main office 
and a parent will be contacted to bring appropriate attire to school. 

The following items of clothing are considered to be inappropriate and are not 
to be worn:

• Blouses or sweaters that show a bare midriff, halter tops, bandanas, tank tops, 
tops with thin straps, short shorts, short mini-skirts, clinging or form fitting 
spandex leggings (without the appropriate length skorts, shorts, skirt, or dress), 
pants/jeans worn below the waist, and pants/jeans with rips 4” above the knee 
(including any rip that shows through to skin, undergarments, or fabric.). All 
flannel-type pants and sleepwear are not permitted.

• Appropriate and safe footwear must be worn at all times. Specifically, no flip-
flops or “sliders” are not to be worn due to the safety factor when using stairs. 
All sandals must be secured at the toes and ankle for safety.

 
~Dr. Pollins

Wallace Elementary School

A Message From The Principal

As we close out another week in May, I once again am delighted to give you a 
glimpse inside the wonderful and vibrant learning community here at 1100 Willow 
Avenue. Many awesome things continue to happen in our classrooms, just as there 
are so many great things just over the horizon, especially our sixth grade friends as 
their time at Wallace winds down and they prepare to transition to Hoboken Middle 
School. Let’s take stock of the week that was as we get ready for the week ahead.

In honor of Mother’s Day, many of our classes completed writing pieces about 
how special and spectacular their mothers are. It was fantastic seeing so many of 
our scholars, especially in our younger grades, put pen to paper and write about 
someone so very close to them. The writing skills they honed all year certainly 
shined as our learners wrote from the heart about mom. Mrs. Arnone and Mrs. 
DeCastro invited the mothers of their students to join them on Friday, May 12th for 
morning tea. You can check out some photos and read a write-up by some of their 
students in a feature below!

Courtesy of our ever-supportive PTO, all of our students in grades Pre-K through 
Six attended a special assembly this week. Our friends in grades K – 2 got into 
the groove with Musical IQ, a hands-on performance that allowed everyone who 
attended learn to use a drum. The sounds coming out of the gymnasium Thursday 
morning were awesome, but the smiles on the faces of our students as they exited 
the program were even better! On Friday May 19th, our friends in third through 
sixth grade got to dance as they attended a performance of DJ Reggie. Students  got 
to show off some awesome dance moves in the process. Again, many thanks to our 
PTO for their tireless efforts to make sure all of our students have the opportunity 
to experience new things. 

As we look forward to the coming week, two very special events stand out on our 
calendar. On May 23rd our fourth grade classes will transform our gymnasium into 
a living wax museum! This project incorporates both research and performance 
skills. Students chose a famous American and found out important information 
about their life and influence on society. The next step is bringing that famous 
person to life. Our scholars will be dressed as their subjects, ready to present all 
of the great knowledge they gained as the Wallace gym becomes the Wallace Wax 
Museum. I, for one, cannot wait to see our students in action. Also next week, our 
sixth grade students will take the annual trip to Forest Lodge. The day promises 
to be filled with much excitement as students will have the opportunities to play 
sports, go swimming, and bond for one very special day as sixth graders before 
they journey to middle school. Needless to say, be sure to check back next week for 
some photos from these special occasions. 

In closing out this week’s message, best of luck to all of the district students 
performing in the musical Peter Pan and in the annual Spring Concert. I know you 
will shine and make us proud. Until next week…

Martin Shannon
Principal, Wallace Elementary School

A Message From The Principal

Hoboken High School Athletics

Gifted and Talented Update

Wallace Students Attend 
Model UN Conference

Mrs. “ArCastro” Hosts 
Mother’s Day Tea

As the year winds down the G&T 
students continue to be actively 
engaged in learning new concepts. The 
second graders recently read Jack and 
the Beanstalk and created a parachute 
to help Jack safely escape from the 
Giant. The third graders learned 
about threatened animals and the 
reasons behind their endangerment. 
Fourth and fifth grade students have 
been traveling the US and the world, 
respectively, learning about different 
states and countries. They are also 
experiencing some amazing places 
firsthand through Google Cardboard. 
Finally, the sixth graders have been 
researching community issues to develop a public policy by following a series of 
guided steps. 

Wallace School is very proud of 6th graders Hudson Matullo and Sanjna Samrai! 
Their idea, the Disposable Storm Drain Screen, was one of 16 inventions selected 
to compete from over 120 inventions! Although they didn’t advance to the STEAM 
Tank finals they did an excellent job presenting their idea at the STEAM Tank 
Regional competition at NJIT. Way to go girls!

Musical IQ Assembly Gets Students Into The 
Groove

On Thursday, May 18th, our students in grades Pre-K – 2 had the chance to make 
some beautiful music. During a presentation by the group Musical IQ, our youngest 
learners had the chance to learn about rhythm and participate in a drum circle. Ac-
cording to their website, “Musical IQ offers unique educational and entertainment 
programs, incorporating music, rhythm and drumming, storytelling and song. Ev-
ery year since our beginning in the New York Spring of 2006, Musical IQ has been 
educating and entertaining tens of thousands of students and people of all ages. 
We believe that music is a natural part of life and is universally accessible.” Many 
thanks to the Wallace PTO for sponsoring this great event. 

Social Media Connection

Upcoming Events

Connors Students Participate in Junior Model UN 

Representatives from Connors joined other students from Hoboken to participate 
in the Academies Model United Nations on Saturday, May 13th. The following 
Connors students participated in the event: Samantha Pennington, Liana Rivera, 
Pedro Gonzalez, Gina Cruz, and Samara Lugo. Prior to the event, students were 
assigned a country to represent at the conference. Students spent time in school 
researching their assigned country and creating position pieces designed to assist 
the students in representing the given countries. Dr. Pollins was among the Hoboken 
staff members on hand at the conference with the students. Students were excited 
to interact with students from other schools and towns, while also developing a 
greater sense of the issues and concerns that face our world. 

News from 0ur Nurse

Recycled Instrument Project Turns Inspiration 
into Action!
Recently, music students watched a small clip of the documentary, “Landfill 
Harmonic” during class, which focuses on the incredible youth orchestra in 
Cateura, Paraguay that performs on instruments made entirely from trash found 
in the town. Students watched in awe as the young musicians in the documentary 
performed on violins made from metal cans and forks, cellos constructed from oil 
containers, a saxophone with bottle caps for keys, and even a drumhead consisting 
of an old X-Ray film. To turn their knowledge and inspiration into meaningful 
action, students were tasked with creating their own instruments through a “recycled 
instrument project”. Students incorporated cross curricular connections throughout 
this process by sketching a design of their creation, calculating the dimensions 
of their instrument, experimenting with the frequencies needed to create different 
pitches, and deciding upon the most effective materials. 

Upon completion, students completed a rubric analyzing their project and composed 
written reflections detailing their experiences during this unit of instruction. 
Students took turns presenting their instruments to their classmates, discussing 
materials used, problems they encountered, adjustments they made, and their own 
personal reflections on the creative process. These talented and creative students 
emerged with some truly extraordinary recycled instruments! 

Project Lead The Way

In 1st Grade Science, students are approaching their last unit 
in Project Lead the Way creating their own animated story 
using iPads. To build on their knowledge, Ms. Benevenga 
introduced the unit by allowing students to work in groups 
to create a code to get Rosie the Dog home. 

Students used this hands-on activity to create a code using 
coding cards to plan a working sequence. Students used 
problem-solving skills and teamwork to create codes that 
would allow Rosie to get her food and get home safely. 
Students used the Game board, Smartboard, and Coding 
cards to create their programming code. 

June 1  Brandt/ Calabro Art Show 5:30 - 6:30 PM
June 2  K/1 Field Day
June 9  BPC Meeting @ 8:45 AM
June 16 Brandt Kindergarten Move Up Ceremony 
  10:00 AM

Early Childhood Education 
Move Up Ceremonies

June 9  Demarest Move Up Ceremony
  MSELC PK 4  @ 10:00 AM 

June 13 Rue Move Up Ceremony 
  HOPES Rue 1 @ 1:00 PM

June 14 Brandt PK 3 Move Up Ceremonies
  MSELC PK 3  @ 10:00 AM 
  HOPES PK 3  @ 1:30 PM

  Connors PK 3 Move Up Ceremony
  HOPES C001 PK 3 @ 12:30 PM

  Rue PK 3 Move Up Ceremonies
  HOPES Rue 4 & 6 @ 12:30 PM

June 15 Brandt PK 4 Move Up Ceremonies
  MSELC PK 4  @ 10:00 AM 
  HOPES  PK 4  @ 12:30 PM

  Connors PK 4 Move Up Ceremonies
  HOPES C005 & C006 @ 12:30 PM
  
  Wallace PK 3 & 4 Move Up Ceremonies
  MSELC PK 3 & 4 @10:30 AM 
  
  Rue PK 4 Move Up Ceremonies
  HOPES Rue 2 & 5 @ 12:30 PM

June 16 Rue PK 3 & 4 Move Up Ceremonies
  MSELC PK 3 & 4 @ 10:00 AM 

  St. Francis Move Up Ceremonies
  MSELC PK 3  @ 11:00 AM 
  MSELC PK 4 @ 11:30 AM

  Brandt K Move Up Ceremony 
  10:00 AM

Class 305 is enjoying our school’s rooftop garden. In class we have talked about 
how we can use our senses to make observations. We love using those skills in 
real life to learn. We used our senses to write down descriptive sentences about 
the garden, drew and labeled pictures, and Ms. Forte even taught us about how to 
collect rainwater to water our plants.

Rooftop Garden

In 1st Grade Project Lead the Way, Students were challenged to design a shoe 
suitable for a chosen unique environment they would visit. They had a choice to pick 
one of the following environments: Arctic, Amazon Rain Forest, African Savanna, 
or the Sahara Desert. Students used various materials to design their shoe for their 
chosen environment, such as fabric markers, cotton balls, pipe cleaners, tape, etc. 
Students used the engineering design process to model and explain their design by 
recording it in their launch logs. To build on their learning, students also created 
posters for each chosen environment to research and gather more information on 
facts and suitable clothing for that location. 

A Message from the PIRT Team

Celebrations and Closure
 
Your child’s school probably has an assortment of end-of-
school activities and celebrations. Encourage them to take 
part in rituals and parties so they can gain a sense of closure 
and accomplishment while commiserating with peers about 
feelings concerning the end of school. Don’t forget to tell 
her yourself how proud you are! If your child is stepping 
up from Preschool or graduating from Kindergarten, have 
a special celebration to commemorate the event.

Spend time remembering the year with your child. 
Consider making a scrapbook of memories or remembering 
and writing down some of the year’s major events and 
accomplishments. To get them started, have them write a 
letter to him or herself, telling their September self about 
what it’s like to be finishing school now. For some great 
ideas of how to make this time special and fun, check out 
the following list of five ways to celebrate at home:

Countdown Calendar: Make a big calendar to hang on 
the wall for the last month of school. Have your child 
write down things she wants to do when school is over 
and then add some of those very things into the calendar 
and show her that school days and fun days don’t have to 
be separate.

Now and Then: Spend time noticing changes and 
accomplishments with your child. Is he taller? Stronger? 
What and who does he know now that he didn’t when 
school began? What does he predict for next year? Write 
down his answers and make it an annual tradition.

Summer School Supplies: Why not replace and freshen 
up arts and crafts and other school supplies at the end 
of the year? A fresh box of crayons or brand-new fancy 
notebook will do wonders to keep your little one reading 
and writing all summer. Plus it’s a great reward for a year 
of hard work.

Best in Show: Have a party before school ends and have 
the children create unusual ribbons and rewards for each 
other (and even themselves!) like “Most improved jump-
roper,” or “King of Cartwheels,” Take the focus off grades 
and celebrate individuality.

Going Places: Take your child on a fun trip to celebrate 
how far she’s come. You can try something unusual like 
going out for tea, something with a take-away souvenir 
like a paint-your-own-pottery place, or just go for pure 
fun with a day at an amusement park.

Finally, remember that however your child does on their 
report card, it is vital to praise and encourage all they have 
learned and how they have changed over the year.

Inside the Classroom...

3rd & 4th Graders Visit
Liberty Science Center

Final Preparations for the Spring Concert

With the District Spring Concert 
approaching on May 25th, Mr. Azzarto 
and his band and chorus are making their 
final preparations to be ready to once 
again wow the crowd in the High School 
Auditorium. Mr. Azzarto and his students 
have been using Enrichment periods on 
Friday to practice as a whole group in our 
Music room. 

Rotary Club Promotes Literacy

We would like to thank the Hoboken Rotary Club for their 
donation of books to students in grades 1 and 3. Our First 
Grade students received personalized books that included 
their own name and the names of their friends. Third 
Grade students all received their own dictionary that has 
already been put to use in the classroom and as an aid for 
homework and writing assignments. The smiles on the face 
of each student as they received their gifts from the Rotary 
Club representatives were wonderful to see!

by: Hayley Dobson, Ava Pellechio-Manfredi, Clementine 
Jan, and Annelien Schissler

The classes of Mrs. “ArCastro” (Arnone + DeCastro) 
recently hosted a Mother’s Day Celebration. In total, there 
were quite a few items that we had to prepare for our moms 
before they arrived: a card, a rose, a poem, a chocolate 
bar, a poster that welcomed them to our tea party, and a 
narrative about why our moms are so special. The card 
had a cupcake on it that read “The Sweetest Mom”. The 
chocolate bar was a Hershey but it had a Mother’s Day 
twist. The narrative included three reasons why our moms 
are Mothers of the Year. 

When our mothers arrived, we greeted them with a rose. 
On the rose we attached a tag that read “Happy Mother’s 
Day” and we signed our name at the bottom. We escorted 
them to their seat and served them tea and cookies. They 
were delighted when we read them the poems we wrote 
about them. We talked and laughed together. Mom’s got 
absorbed in “mom conversations” about things we kids 
thought were boring!

We nibbled on a tasty treat and caught up on things. We got 
to spend loving time with our moms and enjoyed the fact 
that our moms were in school. Soon the fun times were 
over. We had had a super duper awesome time with them. 
We hugged and kissed each other goodbye, then went back 
into our classrooms. We cleaned up the mess and ate the 
leftover food. We were happy to have hosted them and 
sad to see them go, but we knew that we had honored our 
moms and they appreciated it. They loved our Mother’s 
Day Celebration!

Mrs. DeCastro’s class poses with their mothers after they 
hosted a Mother’s Day Tea Party. 

Third Graders Learn About Nutirition 
Through Shop Rite Partnership

Our local Hoboken Shop Rite’s dietitian, Elizabeth Holzer, 
worked with Wallace School’s Third Grade students 
providing lessons on nutrition and dietary needs.  Through 
the 2016 and 2017 school year, Liz would visit each class 
where she would bring her knowledge and passion for 
healthy living to the students.  Her lessons were designed 
to prep the students for their visit to Shop Rite.  

During the recent Shop Rite visit, students were provided 
with numerous stations and a mock shopping activity that 
incorporated all of the skills and knowledge we studied 
through the year.  Many thanks to Shop Rite and Ms. Holzer 
for their continued partnership with our third graders at 
Wallace!

“Individuals who believe their talents can be developed (through hard work, good 
strategies, and input from others) have a growth mindset… And when students 
learned through a structured program that they could “grow their brains” and 
increase their intellectual abilities, they did better…having children focus on the 
process that leads to learning (like hard work or trying new strategies) could foster 
a growth mindset and its benefits.” Carol Dweck

As the instructional leader of the new Hoboken Middle School, I believe open 
communication, providing a structured learning environment, and setting high 
expectations for academic excellence are the foundation for our students’ social 
and academic successes. This message is resonated through weekly Student Body 
Addresses and Principal-led Common Planning Time Meetings. For the remainder 
of the school year, we will continue to sustain a structured learning environment, 
based upon academic rigor, student accountability, parental involvement, and 
building relationships.

The role of our teachers and staff members are equally important in this process. 
In this week’s newsletter, our teachers’ lessons share a common theme: students 
becoming globally conscious and responsible citizens. The 2017 Junior Academy 
Model United Nations (JAMUN) provided our students the opportunity to embrace 
the diversity of others, their uniqueness, and their ability to have a positive impact 
on society.

This theme is furthered supported through the project-based learning assignment 
our 7th and 8th Grade English Language Arts Honors class will be completing this 
marking period. Through a project-based learning approach, students will develop 
and enhance their leadership, collaborative, problem-solving, and critical-thinking 
skills. Our students are excited about learning and are actively engaged in the 
process, as seen in Ms. Airey’s Project Lead the Way (PLTW) class. Additionally, 
our students have begun to demonstrate an understanding of a growth mindset 
that “their talents can be developed” by utilizing breakfast time as a means to 
independently read and review their homework. 

The new Hoboken Middle School Team continues to appreciate your support, as we 
collaborate and celebrate our students’ social and academic successes.

A Servant Leader,
Dr. Sharon V. Davis
Principal

On Saturday, May 13th our 6th and 7th graders attended the 2017 Junior Academy 
Model United Nations (JAMUN) conference hosted by the Bergen County 
Academies, Hackensack, NJ. The theme this year explored “Bringing the World 
Together”. Thank you to the students, teachers, and parents who assisted our 
students in preparing for the conference, as well as the parents who attended the 
conference.

The conference provided our students a great opportunity to establish new 
friendships, while exploring current issues and their own ability to negotiate 
towards a common resolution through a debate.

As we continue to develop the new Hoboken Middle School and the School Council 
these skills will be essential in our students’ ability to have a voice in providing 
solutions to issues, while creating and sustaining our climate and culture.

The Hoboken Middle School students who participated were: Olivia Olney, Sheila 
Lam, Sean Mannillo, Leo Papaneophytou, Jayson Lombardo, Nyla Garcia, Daisy 
Levine, and Kiera Modder.

Dr. Davis facilitates the Principal-led Common Planning 
Time Meeting with her team, where they share their 
successes in creating our climate and culture. 

She also addressed the student body and teachers on the 
noticeable progress we continue to experience through a 
change in the growth mindset.

Our students have begun to demonstrate an understanding of 
a growth mindset, and that “their talents can be developed” 
by utilizing independent time like breakfast as a means to 
independently read and review their homework.

Embracing the Growth Mindset

On Thursday, May 18th, the Hoboken Middle School members of Hoboken 
Rockin’ Redwings Band kicked off the Propelify Innovation Festival on the Hudson 
Waterfront.  Propelify is an annual event in Hoboken, celebrating technology and 
innovation, with presentations by various start-up companies and vendors.  Inspiring 
speeches by CEOs of Internet companies were delivered as new drone and phone 
technology were on display throughout the day. The band and color guard started 
off the festivities with a performance of the Star Spangled Banner and then paraded 
through the event.  

HMS PTO Invitation

Hoboken Middle School would welcome as many parents 
or family members that would like to become involved in 
planning our all new Parent Teacher Organization (PTO).
Parental involvement is critical in the success of our 
students. The PTO functions as a venue to enrich learning 
experiences for students at the new Hoboken Middle 
School. It is our intent the PTO will enhance the school 
community, foster a stronger school and home connection, 
provide special recognition events and activities, organize 
parent seminars, and much more. There is nothing more 
powerful than when our community works together for the 
future of all students’ academic excellence.

We are looking for members who embrace these goals. 
Please contact me at sdavis@hoboken.k12.nj.us if you 
would like to be part of this exciting and important 
organization. Your support is critical as we develop life- 
long learners and leaders of tomorrow.

Redwing Testimonial Series

Be on the lookout for Redwing Testimonial Series! Hear from our outstanding 
student-athletes on what it means to be Redwing. Our first set of testimonials is 
published below!

Wilden Germain (Class of 2017)

How have your experiences as a Redwing shaped you as a young adult?

Being a Redwing shaped me as a young adult 
in many ways.  Being a Redwing made me a 
better leader, have more character, made me 
a better athlete, and most importantly, made 
me understand the meaning of “family”. The 
coaching staff, the teachers, and mentors 
taught me a lot and watched me develop 
into a young man.  I wouldn’t be where I am 
today without their encouragement, loyalty, 
and words of wisdom.

Project Lead The Way

Hoboken Early Childhood Advisory Council

Pedro Gonzalez, grade 6, focuses intently on the information regarding his assigned 
country of Brazil.

Connors Staff Take Part in Ben & Jerry’s School 
Spirit Night
Staff and students enjoyed Ben & Jerry’s 
School Spirit Night—an event promoted 
by the Hoboken Family Alliance. The 
event benefited the Hoboken Bike Camp. 
Connors staff spent 30 minutes acting as 
official scoopers for the many customers 
who entered. Here are a few of our excited 
scoopers!

Writing Galore!

Our Kindergarten students have made amazing progress in developing their writing 
skills throughout the school year. Ms. S. Rodriguez’s students in 104 have their 
work proudly displayed in our first floor hallway. In addition to their writing, Ms. 
Musella, our Art teacher, also lines our hallways with student work that aids in 
making our building a sight to see!

A Student Perspective

Mrs. Arnone’s class poses with their mothers after they 
hosted a Mother’s Day Tea Party. 

Sanjna Samrai and Hudson Matullo with their STEAM Tank mentors from the US 
Army. 

Wallace student Sammy Garcia discusses refugee 
integration with committee members at the Junior Academy 
Model United Nations conference. 

Wallace sixth graders discuss real-world issues in session 
at the JAMUN conference. 

Kindergarten Art Show Fundraiser Wows the 
Crowd
We are so proud to announce that the Kindergarten students at Wallace participated 
in a fantastic Art Show as part of their fundraising efforts for the End of the Year 
Celebration.  Students let their imagination mix with their artistic talents, creating 
beautiful artwork, which parents eagerly purchased.  Ms. Fernandez’s class created 
2 large canvas masterpieces that were auctioned off to the highest bidders.  Thanks 
to the hard work of the students and the entire Kindergarten team, the Art Show 
was a huge success.  Thanks as well to our parent community for supporting this 
fundraising effort. 

Parents and students peruse kindergarten artwork on display in the hallway. 

Principal Shannon greeting parents in Ms. Fernandez’s class during the art show 
fundraiser. 

Third grade students from Mrs. Kane’s class learning and 
having fun during their trip to Shop Rite. 

Wallace students and staff get ready to play the drums with the group Musical IQ.

App Creation in PLTW

The students in Ms. Airey’s PLTW class created a “Mole 
Mash” app where they followed directions to create a 
game that tallied their score based on how many times they 
could accurately catch the mole while it moved from hole 
to hole.  They created these apps using the MIT Scratch 
coding software and used the Samsung tablets to test out 
their creations!

Inside the Classroom...

Mr. D’Bernado’s Hoboken Middle School 8th grade 
history detectives are currently investigating the underlying 
causes of the Holocaust. Students are gathering primary 
evidence from a video documentary series that reveals the 
unfortunate events, and captures the adversity many people 
had to overcome during this historical period.

Student Detectives in History

As we prepare to finish reading the novel Uglies by Scott 
Westerfeld, the students in Mrs. Dickerson’s English 
class are looking at the society in which they live and are 
making connections to the world around them as well as to 
themselves.  To help them gain a better understanding of 
current events, we are using part of our do-now exercises 
to watch CNN Student News (http://www.cnn.com/cnn10) 
which identifies stories of international significance and 
then clearly describes why they are making news, who 
is affected, and how the events fit into our complex, 
international society.  In our first day, the students have 
been able to learn about:  drones creating a safety concern 
for prisons around the world, government discord in 
Venezuela, and the U.S. Air Force’s unmanned X-37B. 
They related aspects of each story back to our novel. 

English Language Arts

The 7th & 8th grade honors classes are embarking on a 
project based learning assignment.  Students in Mrs. Della 
Fave’s 7th grade class will be creating their own utopian 
or dystopian society as they continue to read the novel The 
Giver.  Ms. Falcone’s 8th grade students will be staging 
a mock trial as they conclude the classic novel To Kill A 
Mockingbird.  

Students are being divided into small groups and working 
with Mrs. Della Fave, Ms. Falcone and Ms. Donnelly.  
Over the course of the next few weeks they will create their 
presentations for grade level assemblies before the end of 
the year.  

Project Based Learning

HMS Students Help Kick Off Propelify 

Hoboken High School

A Message From The Principal

Greetings Redwing family!

This week’s update is very much about looking forward with optimism and 
excitement.  Many of our seniors are finalizing their post-secondary plans: paying 
college deposits, finishing scholarship essays, enrolling in summer programs, 
taking the accuplacer exams, and looking straight ahead at the next exciting chapter 
of their lives.  It is the excitement that comes every spring, especially in education.  
Middle school students are excited to enter the high school arena, and our juniors 
are ready to fill the shoes of our outgoing seniors.

I hope everyone finds the time this weekend to come to see the district musical 
Peter Pan.  Ms. Miller, the drama team, and the young students of our district have 
been working tirelessly over the past few months.  This show promises to be one of 
the most magical and exciting performances to date.  Please see upcoming events 
for the date and time of performances.

Congratulations to Kaylah Fermaint and Edward Lepre for their recognition by 
Hackensack Medical Scholarship Fund. They were recognized last night at an event 
in Edgewater at Son Cubano.  

Way to Go!

It's PLAYOFF TIME!

Softball advanced to the semifinals of the Hudson County 
Championship with a 9-5 victory over Ferris on Tuesday.  
The Lady Redwings will now travel to Kearny on Saturday 
for an 11am start.  Softball also hosts Belvidere in the first 
round of the NJSIAA tournament on Thursday, May 18th 
-- first pitch at 4:30.

Baseball is also in the NJSIAA tournament and will play a 
road game on Monday, May 22nd -- time and team TBA.

Outdoor track has the Hudson County Championships on 
Thursday, May 18th and Saturday, May 20th at Secaucus.

Finally, Girls lacrosse qualified for the NJSIAA tournament 
for the first time in program history.  Although they lost to 
a tough New Providence team, the girls played hard and 
represented our school well! 

Project Lead The Way

This week in Mr. Thomas’ PLTW Biomedical Sciences class, students finished 
presenting their diabetes innovations. Students worked in groups to come up with 
their own innovation to address a concern or need a diabetic might face (checking 
blood sugar, exercise, needles, etc.). Students then presented their business ideas 
and designs to a panel of “sharks,”  or investors, similar to the show Shark Tank. 
Some of the student ideas included a sweat band that measures glucose levels, a 
watch for diabetics, and a sock that increases sensitivity for diabetics with nerve 
damage in their feet. 

A big thank you to our in-house “sharks” Ms. Piccapietra, Mrs. Addi and Mr. 
Della Fave. The other judges included two volunteers from the Juvenile Diabetes 
Research Foundation, Brielle Downes, Jennifer Smith, Dr. Janice Thomas, and 5 
students from Stevens. Winners will be announced soon!

In Biomedical Science, students are learning about how infectious diseases can 
spread through person-to-person contact. In this activity, students simulated the 
spread of disease within a classroom. One student was given a test tube with the 
“infection” and went around the room spreading the disease unknowingly. After 
four rounds, the students used an indicator to determine if they were infected. 
Finally, everyone played the role of epidemiologist by working together to figure 
out who “Patient Zero” was in the classroom!

Biomedical Science

Guidance Department

This week, the School Counseling Department was very 
excited to introduce Raise.me to all Juniors. This is a 
pivotal time for 11th grade students, and this platform is a 
key contributor to the college planning process. Students 
worked on registering and updating their profile through 
their ELA class.

Through this new program, students can guarantee 
scholarships from 200+ colleges , making it easier to plan 
financially for school. Raise.me has proven to be a great tool 
to motivate students in high schools throughout the U.S., as 
the site immediately rewards students with scholarships for 
their hard work in and outside of high school.

By the end of the school calendar year, all 9th , 10th and 
11th grade students will have registered for this valuable 
resource. If you would like to register on your own, please 
follow this link below or meet with your School Counselor. 
https://www.raise.me/join/6444872164 .

This week a group of 12th grade students who will be 
attending HCCC in the fall were given a private tour and 
also were able to take their college placement exam. These 
students received their scores instantaneously and were 
able to create their college schedules.

The following students have accepted their nomination 
for the National Leadership Academy Conference. The 
National Academy of Future Physicians and Medical 
Scientists and the National Academy of Future Scientists 
and Technologists are both part of the National  Leadership 
Academies which is committed to supporting America’s 
high achieving high school students through career- and 
focus-area programs and services and is positioned to 
support students with the skills, motivation, guidance and 
mentorship they need to stay on track to achieve their goals. 
The conference is taking place in June and will be held at 
UMASS Lowell. 

National Academy of Future Physicians
Kai Tann
Gabby D’Antonio
Kaylee Olivieri
Rebecca Weintraub
Angelene Veloce
Angel Quinones

National Academy of Future Scientists and Technologists
Justin PerdomoHispanic Culture Club Induction Ceremony

On Wednesday, May 31, 2017, the Hoboken High School Hispanic Culture Club 
will host their 3rd annual Hoboken High School Hispanic Culture Club Hall of Fame 
Induction Ceremony and Hispanic Heritage Celebration. The event is scheduled to 
start at 7 and is located in the auditorium at Hoboken High School.

The public celebration will feature performances from students and guests, swearing 
In of new officers, and the Induction of new members to the Hoboken High School 
Hispanic Culture Club Hall of Fame:

Isabel Bruno (Educator)
Arturo Martinez (Author)
Raul Morales Sr. (Community Advocate)

Under the leadership of Christopher Munoz, the Hispanic Culture Club delves into 
history to help create an intimate knowledge of the role that Hispanics have played 
in the history and psyche of the United States and Hoboken.

The purpose of the Hispanic Culture Club Hall of Fame is to recognize individuals 
who have made a positive impact in the Hispanic and Hoboken community.

For most Hispanic families, celebrating culture is not particularly difficult. It 
frequently permeates our lifestyle embedding itself in our psyche. But the Hispanic 
Culture Club is the perfect opportunity to delve more deeply into the history of our 
ancestors and help create an intimate knowledge of the role that Hispanics have 
played in the history and psyche of the United States and Hoboken, as well as the 
effect they’ve had on our culture.

The event is free and open to the public.

Washington DC Trip

Next week the Redwings head down to Washington. D.C. 
to explore the nation's capital.

On the three day trip, students will visit various Smithsonian 
museums, national monuments and even go the Newseum 
- the museum of news.  There, students will be able to 
experience a 4-D theater and stand in the shadows of the 
Berlin Wall to experience how news has helped capture 
history.  As the sun goes down, the students will tour the 
following monuments at night: Vietnam, Korean War, 
Lincoln, Jefferson, FDR and World War II.  Walking 
through the illuminated memorials has been a favorite of 
Redwings in the past.  Check back next week for our group 
pictures.  

Safesitter Training Continues

Last week our Safesitter students learned how to perform 
CPR on a child. Our discussions always begin with 
prevention; babysitters are “bodyguards” and must be on 
the lookout for potential hazards in the area and closely 
watch the children in their care.  For this lesson, students 
first learned the basic anatomy of the human airway and 
circulatory system and the importance of restoring blood 
and oxygen flow as soon as possible. Then they practiced 
on manikins to master their technique. This lesson built on 
our lesson the previous week on rescuing a choking child 
or a choking infant. Next up: infant CPR. Instructors Mrs. 
Turonis and Mrs. McGreivey are happy with the progress 
our students are making. 

Inside the Classroom...

Students in Physical Education are currently participating in various “base” games.  
This unit emphasizes the skills used in baseball; catching, throwing, fielding a 
ground ball, and hitting.  Throughout the unit, students learned terminology and 
rules of the game, as well as positioning on the field.  Students can learn the rules 
and skills, and get together this summer to play with friends! 

Physical Education

AP Biology students are immersed in 
reading and discussing The Immortal 
Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca 
Skloot.  Students are uncovering the 
story of Henrietta Lacks, an African-
American tobacco farmer who, in 
1951, had a tissue sample removed 
from a malignant tumor on her cervix 
without her knowledge or consent.  
Her cells, nicknamed, HeLa, 
revolutionized medical research, 
giving rise to pharmaceuticals that could combat diseases such as polio, cancer 
and AIDS as well as helping lead to important scientific advances such as in-vitro 
fertilization, cloning and gene mapping. 

AP Biology

AP Calculus students took their 
College Board AP Exams on 
May 8th. Mrs. Tank’s little AP 
Calculus team is so proud to have 
completed the six full-length 
practice exams in their calculus  
workbooks.  AP Calculus students 
this year have been working very 
hard since September. All the best 
for their results in July!

AP Calculus

Food is an important component of Spanish culture.  In Spanish class, students 
had the opportunity to create a presentation on a delicious Spanish dish.  They 
were able to explore and do some research on the dish that was assigned to them.  
The research included the history of the dish, such as where it originated from, its 
cultural influence to our Spanish community today, the recipe, and, of course,  how 
to prepare it.  Their response and engagement was incredible; to talk about food is 
always exciting! 

Glorious Foods in Spanish Class

Pearson Book Club

This Thursday the Pearson Book Club met to discuss 
our fourth and final book for this year: Extremely Loud 
and Incredibly Close by Jonathan Safran Foer. The book 
is primarily told from the point of view of nine-year-old 
Oskar, whose father died in the World Trade Center on 
9/11/2001. His story and search for answers is interwoven 
with the stories of his grandparents, who survived the 
bombing of Dresden in 1945.  Our discussion was rich 
and we all found ways to relate to various characters in the 
book. Chef Nelson hosted us and we certainly appreciate 
the delicious luncheon prepared for us by her and Culinary 
II students! Our discussions with Pearson will resume in 
the fall. 

Spectacular Students

Robert Centeno, grade 12, 
was awarded the Dr. Rosa 
Hagin Scholarship funded 
by the Learning Disabilities 
Association of New Jersey. 
This award is granted to 
students with a learning 
issue in New Jersey to 
continue their education 
beyond high school. Robert 
is deciding between several 
colleges and is excited to put 
his scholarship towards his education. As Robert states, 
“Every dollar counts!”  Congratulations Robert!!
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